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siderably displaced. Instead of lying to the west of
Scotland, the centre of cyclone activity appeared to lie
between England and Norway. This, of course, made
England wetter, and the north-west of Scotland drier
than usual; but it will take many years before we are
justified in saying that this displacement was due to the
influence of solar spots.

It is, no doubt, a very tempting ideal to look at the
sun as the prime mover of the atmosphere, and to en-
deavour to follow variations in the heat or energy of his
action into their final products as wind or rain. But
when we consider what the real nature of weather is, as
revealed to us by means of synoptic charts, we see at
once that, though undoubtedly an alteration in the sun's
power would sooner or later be reflected in his results,
any attempt to deduce one from the other directly must
lead to disastrous failure.

BELATION TO FORECASTING.

Though opinions will doubtless differ as to whether
we are justified in asserting that there is any connec-
tion between sun-spots and weather, there is no uncer-
tainty as to what the value of that knowledge would be
to a forecaster.

The author believes himself that there are signs of
some real relation between the extent of spots on the
sun's surface and the rainfall curve at Bothesay, but
how should we fare if we tried to forecast the rainfall
for any particular year? The most cursory glance at
the two curves of sun-spots and rainfall will show that,